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President’s Message
Kelly Brent

After the conference I shared everything I learned with my colleagues as we discussed how we
would use some of the new instructional strategies or websites or manipulatives or technology
ideas in our classrooms. During the years between my first conference and the most recent
one, there have been many changes in mathematics education, but PCTM and NCTM have
been there helping me stay excited about what I do every day. In this era of changes – testing,
technology, social media, standards – PCTM reminds me that as a mathematics teacher, I have
the privilege of fostering problem solving and mathematical thinking. I have been a member
of PCTM and NCTM since the beginning of my career and have served on the PCTM board
for the past 6 years. I am so honored and thankful to have this opportunity to serve
Pennsylvania mathematics teachers the next two years as President of PCTM. One of my goals
is to support you so that you continue to be excited and find joy in teaching mathematics. I
know that our conference in August at the Hilton in Harrisburg was a catalyst of that joy! I
know the teachers that attended found something new to take back to their school district and I
hope they share it so that the enthusiasm will be contagious. I am open to new ideas and
thoughts that you have about how PCTM can support mathematics teachers. Please email me
anytime. I look forward to the coming school year as we work together to guide and prepare
and challenge our students.
Kelly Brent
PCTM President
brentk@carlisleschools.org
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FRINGE THOUGHT: The greatest healing therapy is friendship and love. —Hubert H. Humphrey

From the first PCTM conference I attended in 1984 as a Junior at Indiana University of
Pennsylvania, I was hooked. I remember how my classmates and I rifled through the program,
circling workshops and sessions we wanted to see. We gathered at lunch and in the evening,
often with a few of our Methods professors, to share our thoughts on each experience and how
we would use what we learned in our future teaching. This past spring as I scoured the NCTM
program for the conference in Washington, DC, the enthusiasm was still there with added
anticipation. I knew from experience that the next days would bring a welcomed rejuvenation.

Last Word From the Editors

FRINGE THOUGHT: Keep your face to the sunshine and you cannot see a shadow. —Helen Keller

Cynthia Taylor and Tyrone Washington

Greetings!
We take this opportunity to thank you, the readers of this magazine, and the Advisory Board for letting us
serve as co-editors of the PCTM Magazine for the last five years. However, as with many things, it is time to
move on and pass the torch to someone else. As incoming co-editors Debbie Gochenhaur and Edel Reilly stand
ready to take over, we would like to thank numerous people who have helped us over the years. Thank you to
all who contributed articles, news items, conference information, president’s messages, photos, affiliate
reports, and more. We could not have put together a publication without you!
Our goal for every issue was to share some strategies from your peers. As the first couple of weeks are under
way in the new school year, we hope this issue includes some tips, activities, and/or readings that will inspire
you to try something new or reinvent an activity you already facilitate with your students. We welcome you to
submit your tips, activities, and/or readings for the next issue of the PCTM Magazine. Submission deadline is
December 15th. If you gave a session at the PCTM Conference in August, please consider turning your session
into an article for the next issue of the magazine
– Cynthia and Tyrone

A Reflection from the 2018 PCTM Summer Conference
Elizabeth Weissmann

PCTM 2018 was an invigorating and informative conference. During 2017-18, my second year of teaching, I
was told to focus on getting my students to pass the Keystone Exam. It was a very stressful year for me and
my students. After the school year ended, I was not as excited to return to school. However, after attending the
2018 PCTM conference, I am now eager to return to teaching with a brand-new attitude. I have many new exciting ideas and activities to take back to work with me. I was given a set of books for additional resources to
teach Algebra 1. I learned a lot about Desmos which is a fun interactive tool that I can use in my classroom.
Also, the conference reignited my goal of incorporating computer science into the classroom. I realized that I
can combine many algebra skills with computer science. Most importantly, I was able to meet other professionals like me who have a passion for mathematics and education. Thank you PCTM for all of your hard
work. Looking forward to next Year!
Elizabeth Weissman is a 2016 graduate of Temple University’s TUteach program.
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FRINGE THOUGHT: The best way to pay for a lovely moment is to enjoy it. —Richard Bach
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PCTM 2018 Annual Summer Conference Summary

FRINGE THOUGHT: Nothing is impossible, the word itself says “I’m possible!” —Audrey Hepburn

Marian Avery
On behalf of the 2018 Annual Conference Committee, I would like to thank all of you who attended the
67th Annual Summer Conference at the Hilton Harrisburg on August 6-7, 2018. It was great to meet so many
first time attendees at the conference and have a chance to talk with so many of you. One of the things that
never tires for me is the networking with colleagues that occurs at a conference like this. Our hope for all
attendees is that you find a diverse range of sessions and workshops to attend, meet some new people, and find
lots of ideas to take back to your classroom. There were 68 sessions offered covering topics like Formative
Assessment, Desmos, Probability, Random Sampling, Number Talks, Writing-to-Learn, Foldables, Google
Tools and the Elementary Mathematics Classroom, using the CDT, and many more. Attendance at this year’s
conference reached its highest in three years and we are looking forward to increasing attendance next year.
We hope that you will attend the 2019 conference and ask someone to join you that has not attended a PCTM
Conference before.
On the morning of the first day of the conference as the opening session and for the first time, the
conference featured an IGNITE Session comprised of seven featured speakers where each speaker had a
pre-timed, planned presentation of exactly five minutes using 20 power point slides. This fun and fast-paced
event offered a sneak peek into some of the great sessions the conference included. These 5-minute talks
presented by Jim Rubillo, Amanda Schantz, Bob Lochel, Tom Reardon, Rose Mary Zbiek, Doug Tyson, and
Annie Fetter can be viewed on YouTube. Go to the PCTM YouTube channel and get inspired by these
speakers.
Also included on the first day of the conference was Keynote Speaker Jim Rubillo, Past Executive Director
of NCTM and a PCTM Hall of Fame recipient. Jim’s talk titled “Yo Teach, You Gotta Problem With That”
encouraged teachers to make problem solving and reasoning central to mathematics instruction and to help all
students become confident problem solvers. This practical framework held many usable classroom examples
for all grade levels.
During the past year many people worked behind the scenes to make this conference a reality and I would
like to take this opportunity to thank them. Franci Dempsey brought fresh ideas and a youthful perspective to
the team as Conference Co-Chair. She was there with help and encouragement especially in the hectic last few
weeks prior to the conference when the work load is greatest for the Conference Co-Chairs. Cynthia Taylor
and Tyrone Washington as Program Co-Chairs have worked diligently to put together an amazing program.
There was a wide variety of sessions to choose from that ranged from early childhood mathematics to higher
education. Barb Miller did an amazing job as Exhibits Chair. We had 16 exhibitors who were excited to
demonstrate their wares. More donations were given by exhibitors and individuals this year than during the
past ten years, which provided for many nice prizes during our several raffles throughout the conference.
Annette Cook ser ved in the r ole of Registr ation Chair for the thir d year making sur e ever yone was able
to participate in the conference. As in the past Annette also organized a team of workers to stuff the
registration materials that were given to each attendee. Steve Cicioni served as the Treasurer making sure the
bills were paid and that we stayed on good terms with all. Tim Seiber worked tirelessly as Technology Chair
to make sure every breakout room was well equipped with a projector and document camera that were in good
working order for our presenters. Christine Weigand worked with the NCTM to have available for conference
attendees many of the great publications NCTM currently has available for purchase along with a substantial
PCTM attendee discount. A local information sheet of things to do in the city was created by Charles
Stanbery, Local Hospitality Chair , which included activities held on City Island and an Escape Room all
of which were within walking distance from the Hilton.
For the second year in a row, the diligent work of Marianne McFadden as Advertising Chair made a huge
impact on informing our K-12 teachers of the conference. Marianne was able to reach out to many teacher
organizations and units across the state and provide materials informing them about the conference. For the
PCTM Magazine
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Marian Avery
2018 Conference General Chair

PCTM Conference Committee

Left to right: Marianne McFadden, Tyrone Washington, Cynthia Taylor, Annette Cook, Franci Dempsey,
Barb Miller, Edel Reilly, Marian Avery, Charles Stanbery, Christine Weigand, and Steve Cicioni
Missing: Stephen Fuguet, Tim Seiber, Nina Girard, and Leslie Frischman
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FRINGE THOUGHT: What we think, we become. —Buddha

first year we were blessed to have an official Conference Photographer in Steve Fuguet. The second hat Steve
wore was that of Social Media Chair as he video recorded the IGNITE Session Speakers and posted them on
YouTube, in addition to managing the Twitter account both prior to and during the conference. Continue to
check both the PCTM Twitter and Facebook accounts to keep informed about the 2019 Conference.
In addition, a huge thank you to all the conference attendees whom took time to complete the conference
evaluation survey that was put together by Nina Girard. The Conference Committee meets after the
conference to use the results of the survey to improve future conferences. We greatly appreciate all feedback
as we continue to work to put together productive conferences to meet the needs of all math teachers across
Pennsylvania. I would also like to thank the management and conference staff of the Hilton Harrisburg for the
wonderful experience they provided throughout the conference. They were available at all hours to see to the
Conference Committee’s needs and were positive and efficient in any last minute requests we had. This is the
second year we have held the PCTM Conference at the Hilton Harrisburg and it has quickly become our home
site for our Conference. Working with Managers Kerri Fay and Lindsay Smith at the Hilton Harrisburg has
been a pleasure these past two years and we look forward to working with them again next year.
And finally, Thank You to all of you who attended the conference for coming. It was very exciting and
rewarding to hear so many positive comments over the two day conference. Planning for a State Math
Conference begins as early as two years prior to the conference with many hours spent in planning and
organizing to put a conference like this together. We will be at the same location next year August 7-8th, 2019.
An IGNITE Session with open the conference again along with Keynote Speakers NCTM President Robert Q.
Berry III, and Dan Meyer, Chief Academic Officer at Desmos, Califor nia. Hope to see you ther e!

New Teacher Awards

FRINGE THOUGHT: Keep your eyes on the start, and your feet on the ground. —Theodore Roosevelt

Jo Kinsey
Matthew R. McBurney and Amanda Dawn Schantz were presented with
the New Teacher Award by the Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of
Mathematics (PCTM) at the 67th annual conference in Harrisburg, PA on
August 7, 2018. Recipients of this award are recognized for their
enthusiasm for mathematics, for innovative methods of teaching, and for
their leadership in their school’s learning community. The New Teacher
Award is given to educators grades K-12 who have been teaching three
years or less in a school in Pennsylvania.
Mr. McBurney was nominated for this award by Indiana University
of Pennsylvania professor Dr. Janet Walker who has served as his
supervisor and mentor. McBurney’s undergraduate degree is from IUP and
he has taught at South Side High School in Hookstown for two years under
the leadership of principal Mr. Anthony C. Paull.
Matt McBurney has taught algebra, geometry, and statistics, and has served as an after-school
Keystone remediation math tutor. He became physics certified during his first year at South Side High so that
the course could continue to be offered. In addition, he became qualified to teach CHS Physics through a
University of Pittsburgh partnership. Matthew developed and submitted a syllabus in order to be approved to
teach AP Statistics.
Beyond his classroom duties Matthew McBurney has served as Academic Games Equations coach for
grades 5-12, the Math Counts coach for grades 6-8, co-director, producer, and lighting and sound coordinator
for the school musical, served on the district technology council and became a certified member of his school’s
Student Assistance Program team. Matt further established himself professionally by having an article
published in a prominent math journal.
Principal Anthony C. Paull was unable to attend the ceremony and present Mr. McBurney with his
award. However, in a written statement detailing Matt’s accomplishments, he said, “He is a great role model,
whose kindness, sincerity, humor, wit, intellect, enthusiasm, and genuine desire to teach and assist students in
learning all shines through in his daily interactions with staff and students alike. Matt has consistently
demonstrated many of the qualities that define outstanding teaching. He is able to break down the barriers to
student comprehension of what can often be a very challenging curriculum for many students. We have been
able to maintain and grow our AP Statistics and CHS Physics programs, and I have no doubt this is due in
large part to his exceptional abilities as a teacher of these courses.” Mr. Paull went on to cite Matt’s
remarkable level of professionalism and rapport with his students.
Miss Schantz was nominated for the award by fellow
teacher and mentor Mr. Timothy Presser. Both are
mathematics teachers at Central High School in
Philadelphia.
Amanda Schantz is a 2011 graduate of
Wallenpaupack High School. She began her teaching career
after graduating from Temple University’s TU-Teach
Program in 2017. In his nomination letter, Mr. Presser
stated, “Ms. Schantz has proven herself to be worthy of the
position by rejuvenating the way in which algebra and
geometry are taught. Ms. Schantz is a firm believer in
adapting the way we teach to meet the needs of individuals.
To do so, Ms. Schantz incorporates a plethora of
PCTM Magazine
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2018 PCTM New Teacher Awardees—Matthew R. McBurney and Amanda Dawn Schantz

If you are interesting in becoming a member
of or renewing your membership to PCTM,
please go to the website or send an email to
pctmmembership@gmail.com.
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Live life to the fullest, and focus on the positive. —Matt Cameron

pedagogical techniques that include traditional lecture, technology both in and out of the classroom, and
engaging discussion-based lessons.”
Ms. Schantz is the first teacher at Central to successfully attempt teaching digital programming. Within
a week, she taught her Geometry students how to program on a TI-84 graphing calculator. In her passion for
applying mathematics to the real world, she purchased rovers that moved according to the program. Her
students were able to use these rovers to construct various geometric shapes using programming instead of a
compass and straightedge. Ms. Schantz has agreed to design curriculum for a new Computer Science Program
at Central High School in the coming year. In addition, she has presented math workshops at PCTM
conferences as an undergraduate and graduate student.
The New Teacher Award was presented to Amanda Schantz by her cooperating teacher from Great
Valley School District, Mrs. Marian Avery. Mrs. Avery is a Past President of PCTM.

FRINGE THOUGHT: Happiness lies in the joy of achievement and the thrill of creative effort. —Franklin D. Roosevelt

PCTM 2018 Election Results
Treasurer: Stephen Cicioni
Since June of 2002, I have served as treasurer of PCTM. I had been a
classroom teacher for thirty-seven years. Over the years I have presented a
number of workshops for professional development on a variety of topics at
the local, state, and national levels. Since retiring from classroom teaching, I
have been working mostly with classroom teachers. I continue to provide
professional development experiences for teachers and administrators.
Delegate-At-Large: Debbie Gochenaur
Debbie Gochenaur brings experience as a high school math teacher to her work as a mathematics
teacher educator at Shippensburg University, teaching math content courses for elementary, middle, and
secondary math teachers as well as methods and technology courses for secondary math teachers, supervising
student teachers, and facilitating summer professional development workshops for area teachers. She has also
served as a Math Coach to area middle school teachers during a sabbatical semester, working with those
teachers to increase their use of active learning strategies. With humble beginnings as a college dropout at the
age of 18, Debbie returned to school at the age of 32 when her youngest child was in kindergarten, graduating
with her Ph.D. the same year that her oldest child earned a B.A. in Mathematics. Debbie
earned a B.S. in Mathematics from Penn State Harrisburg, a M.S. in Mathematics from
Shippensburg University, and a Ph.D. from American University. Her professional
interests lie in mathematics education and learning disabilities that negatively impact
students' abilities in mathematics. Debbie is an active member of mathematics and
mathematics education organizations, serving on state and national committees,
including the Boards of both PCTM (as a delegate, and on various conference
committees) and the PA Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators (as a founding
delegate, secretary, and Symposium co-chair). She is also active with the Mathematics
Association of America, serving on the Committee on the Mathematical Education of
Teachers and the Committee on Minority Participation in Mathematics.
EASTERN REPRESENTATIVE: Elizabeth (Lisa) Allen
Lisa Allen is a Pennsylvania certified high school mathematics teacher at Saucon
Valley High School in Hellertown, Pennsylvania since 1997. She is also a part time
mathematics faculty at Lehigh Carbon Community College in Schnecksville, PA since
2001. She has been teaching mathematics since 1997 after having received her Bachelors
degree (B.S.) in Mathematics and Secondary Education from Cedar Crest College
followed by a Masters in Mathematics Education at DeSales University. She is currently
studying in a post-graduate Teaching, Learning, and Technology program at Lehigh
University.
Lisa has taught at both the high school and college at Saucon Valley High School in Hellertown, PA
and Lehigh Carbon Community College in Schnecksville, PA. She has been on curriculum councils,
technology council, and other task forces within her school district. She has integrated changing educational
technologies throughout her career. Currently, Ms. Allen teaches Advanced Placement (AP) Calculus AB and
BC at Saucon Valley High School. She is the advisor of Saucon Valley Calculus Club, and is a trained and
certified member of her school’s Student Assistance Programs (SAP) team.
Ms. Allen received the Star Teacher A ward for Teaching with Technology in the Mathematics
Classroom in 2010 from the Colonial Intermediate Unit and Classrooms for the Future (CFF). Ms. Allen was
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also awarded the 2015 Presidential A ward for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST).

WESTERN REPRESENTATIVE: Holly Collins
Hello, my name is Holly Collins and I am a 24 year old Butler, PA native. Upon
graduating from high school I first attended Butler County Community College to obtain
some of my liberal studies credits before transferring to Slippery Rock University
(SRU). While at SRU I joined a club called Pre-service Teachers of Mathematics and we
were affiliated with PCTM. Our club attended yearly conferences and benefited from
receiving the magazines and materials each month! After being there a year I moved up
to the treasurer position, presented a trifold at conference, helped write our club budget
and presented what we learned at the conference to the SRU students who could not
attend. When graduation came I was presented with a Bachelor’s of Science in Middle
Level Education with a concentration in mathematics, December 2015.
After graduation I immediately started subbing for a small district in Chicora, PA called Karns City.
What a wonderful rural atmosphere! While working there I also worked part time for a local daycare. I was
then fortunate enough to find a permanent position teaching 5th and 6th grade in July of 2016 at HIS Kids
Christian School. The school is located in Butler, PA. We offer small class sizes and a Christian based
curriculum. My classroom is a combined 5th and 6th grade, so I differentiate a lot during the day. I like to think
of it as ping pong, going from one level of mathematics to another! It can get quite hectic but what teacher
doesn’t have those days! This year I have taken on the role of S.T.R.E.A.M. (Science Technology Religion
Engineering Arts and Math) teacher for the entire school (K-6) as well. It has really been fun! I cannot wait to
see where this year takes me and the opportunities I have to make a difference in the lives of children!
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FRINGE THOUGHT: A friend is someone who gives you total freedom to be yourself.—Jim Morrison

CENTRAL REPRESENTATIVE: Denise Eschenmann
Denise Eschenmann is currently a fifth grade teacher at Mooreland Elementary School in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. This year she will complete her 35th year of teaching. She is a National Board Certified teacher
and was a finalist for Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year in 2006. Throughout her career, she has presented
many math workshops on a variety of topics to teachers as well as paraprofessionals and principals in grades
kindergarten through eighth grades in various Pennsylvania school districts as well as at Shippensburg
University.
In addition to teaching and presenting workshops, Denise has done some writing and
speaking in the area of mathematics. She has co-authored a pre-school handbook for
children ages 3-6, entitled, Help Y our Child Get Ready for Math, which was published by
Continental Press. Carlisle School District also published a set of four books she wrote over
a two year period entitled, Just the Facts! Each book has a systematic, individualized way to
ensure that students learn their basic math facts to set them up for mathematical success.
PCTM Magazine published her article “Algebra in the Elementary Classroom” after she
presented at a PCTM Conference on the topic. Denise has also presented at several NCTM
conferences on various math topics throughout the years. She has also been actively involved
in writing math curriculum for Carlisle throughout her career.
Some additional awards include: the Sentinel’s “Carlisle Area’s Finest Educator” Award,
Shippensburg University’s School Study Council Outstanding Teacher Award, Shippensburg’s Guest Lecturer
Program, Carlisle Area School District’s “Excellence in Education Award” and the Capital Blue Cross
“Teacher Impact Award.” But, she feels that her greatest accomplishment is her three children, all of whom
enjoy math and a new granddaughter – who BETTER like math!

Mathematics Coalition Update

FRINGE THOUGHT: Live equally.

Jodie Styers

My name is Jodie Styers and I will be serving as
the chair of the Mathematics Coalition for the year.
I’m currently an Assistant Teaching Professor of
Mathematics Education at Penn State Behrend and
have been involved in both PAMTE and PCTM for
several years. While I’m looking forward to chairing
the coalition, staying abreast of current advocacy
issues is a job far too large for one individual. If you
encounter a topic of interest or concern, please feel
free to reach out to me via email (jls982@psu.edu) so
that I can pass it along to the group.
One current topic of interest is the Pennsylvania
Department of Education’s plan to revise Chapter 49,
which defines the Certification for Professional
Personnel (https://www.pacode.com/secure/data/022/
chapter49/022_0049.pdf ). In July, PDE hosted a
series of three regional stakeholders meetings at
various locations across the state. The goal of these
meetings was to solicit input from K-16 educators and
administrators to gauge their concerns and priorities
to better frame the upcoming revisions to Chapter 49.
I had the opportunity to attend one of these meetings.
I am encouraged to report the conversation included
many of the same topics we’ve discussed within our
professional communities, including the decline in
enrollment in teacher preparation programs, shortage
of qualified teachers in STEM disciplines, and the
challenges of the current certification grade bands. If
you were unable to attend a stakeholders’ meeting but
wish to weigh in, please send your comments and
suggestions to pkastner@pattan.net.

PCTM Magazine

Pennsylvania Statistics Poster
Competition: Call for
Leadership
Pete Skoner

Please consider leading the Pennsylvania
Statistics Poster Competition! The Competition has
been held every year since 1997. The most recent 10
of the entire 22 years of the competition have been
coordinated by Saint Francis University. The
competition has been the most successful state
program in the country, generally receiving more
posters from more students at more schools, and
having more posters recognized in the national
competition, compared to all other states.
The Competition now is inviting others to lead
this very successful competition beginning
immediately. Colleges or universities, professional
organizations, or individual or groups of teachers or
statisticians are invited to express interest in
coordinating the competition. Should you be
interested, or just have questions, please contact Peter
Skoner by e-mail at pskoner@francis.edu.
The Pennsylvania Competition is sponsored by
the professional organizations listed below.
 Association of Teachers of Mathematics of
Philadelphia and Vicinity
 Harrisburg Chapter of the American Statistical
Association
 Laurel Highlands Mathematics Alliance
 Mathematics Council of Western Pennsylvania
 Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of
Mathematics
 Philadelphia Chapter of the American Statistical
Association
 Pittsburgh Chapter of the American Statistical
Association

Fall 2018

National Poster Competition Winners: Pennsylvania Statistics Poster
Competition Update
Pete Skoner

The Spring 2018 issue of the PCTM Magazine listed the winner posters, students, and teachers for the 2018
Pennsylvania Statistics Poster Competition. Since those winners were announced, the American Statistical
Association (ASA) Data Visualization Poster Competition announced their winning posters that included three
posters from students in Pennsylvania! Pennsylvania is the state with the most posters selected at three out of
16 total recognized; three other states had 2 posters recognized.
The winning Pennsylvania posters from the national competition are listed below. In addition to the prizes
these posters have already been awarded in the state competition, the national first place prizes are $300 and a
plaque for the student, and a plaque for the school. Honorable mention posters in the national competition
receive a plaque for the student. Congratulations to our seven students and their respective teachers recognized
for the three Pennsylvania posters selected.
First Place: Noah Heller slia, First Grade Shoelaces, Highland Elementar y School, Taught by Bonnie
Howe
Top Honorable Mention: Oscar Hoffman and Peter Clear y, Duck … Duck… Rabbit, Rydal Elementary
School, Taught by Pamela DaSilva

Grades 10-12 ASA Data Visualization Poster
Competition (from Pennsylvania)

Third Place: Ashley Pyon, Lucy Townend,
Sarah Puts and Dana Caldwell, The Pen is Mightier
than the Mouse, Garnet Valley High School,
Taught by Rudolph Shiller
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Creating, acting, changing—that is eternal joy.

Grades 4-6 ASA Data Visualization Poster Competition (from Pennsylvania)

FRINGE THOUGHT: Live happily.

"Reprinted with permission from Making Imaginary Roots Real by Natasha T. K. Murray, copyright 2018, by
the National Council of the Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM). All rights reserved."
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Think of all the beauty that’s still left in and around you and be happy!—Anne Frank
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Live intelligently.

FRINGE THOUGHT: Books fall open—you fall in.

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: What one loves in childhood stays in the heart forever.—Mary Jo Putney

FRINGE THOUGHT: Live youthfully.

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Live knowledgeably.

"Reprinted with permission from Promoting Conceptual Understanding of Mathematics by Margaret Smith,
Victoria Bill and Mary Lynn Raith, copyright 2018, by the National Council of the Teachers of Mathematics
(NCTM). All rights reserved."
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Make the most of yourself…for that is all there is of you.
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Live modestly.

FRINGE THOUGHT: Your clothes speak even before you do.—Jacqueline Murray with Toni Nebel

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Snap out of it. Live Forcefully.

FRINGE THOUGHT: Time for tea. Live serenely.

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: A brother is a friend given by nature.—Gabriel Marie Jean

FRINGE THOUGHT: Live affectionately.

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Happiness is a choice.

"Reprinted with permission from Coaches Engage with Principles to Actions by Courtney Baker, Melinda C.
Knapp and Terrie Galanti, copyright 2018, by the National Council of the Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM).
All rights reserved."
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Luck is where preparation meets opportunity.
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FRINGE THOUGHT: You are what you have learned from the past, what you experience today, and what you dream for tomorrow.

FRINGE THOUGHT: The best things in life aren’t things.

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: Take time to laugh, it’s the music of the soul.

FRINGE THOUGHT: Everyone smiles in the same language.

Fall 2018
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FRINGE THOUGHT: An open mind opens the opportunity of dropping a worthwhile thought into it.

FRINGE THOUGHT: Refusing to ask for help when you need it is refusing someone the chance to be helpful.

Fall 2018

PCTM Magazine

PCTM Magazine

Fall 2018

FRINGE THOUGHT: Minds are like parachutes, they only function when open.

FRINGE THOUGHT: If the world seems cold to you, kindle fires to warm it.

Fall 2018
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PCTM Board of Directors August 2018
PCTM Constitution: Article IV Sections 1-5

Executive Committee/Officers:

PCTM President- Kelly Brent (brentk@carlisleschools.org) July 1, 2018-June 30, 2020
Vice President - Lynn Columba (hlc0@lehigh.edu) July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019
Treasurer-Steve Cicioni (scicioni@comcast.net) May 2002-June 30, 2020

FRINGE THOUGHT: We cannot direct the wind, but we can adjust our sails.

Secretary-Courtney Nagel (crt12@psu.edu) July 1, 2015-June 30, 2019

Delegate at Large/Regional Representatives:
Delegate at Large-Jennifer Umberhocker (jenniferu73@gmail.com ) July 1, 2017-June 30, 2019
Debbie Gochenaur (DLGochenhaur@ship.edu ) July 1, 2018-June 30, 2020
Eastern Regional Representative- Lisa Allen (lisa.allen@svpanthers.org) July 1, 2018-June 30,2020
Central Regional Representative
Denise Eschenmann(eschenmannd@carlisleschools.org) July 1, 2018-June
30, 2020
Western Regional Representative- Becky Piscitella (bpiscitella@richlandsd.com) May 10, 2016-June 30, 2019
-Holly Collins (hclark5293@gmail.com) July 1, 2018-June 30, 2020

Appointed Members:

Assessment-Charlie Wayne (cwayne@pa.gov)

Awards Co-Chairs-Jo Kinsey (jkinsey@dasd.org)
Conference Planning Committee Chair-Marian Avery (mavery077@gmail.com)
Members : Edel Reilly
Franci Dempsey – 2019 Conference General Chair
Steve Fuguet(2020 Conference General Chair
Contests-Scott Breeden (william.breeden@gmail.com)
Historian-appointment pending (Marian Avery has the Historian’s materials until a Chair is appointed)
(PCTM) Internship Program Coordinator- appointment pending.
Magazine-Cynthia Taylor (cynthia.taylor@millersville.edu)
-Tyrone Washington (twashington@millersville.edu) resigning after the summer
- Debbie Gochenaur and Edel Reilly will take over the Magazine e.reilly@iup.edu
Mathematics Education Policy– Open
Membership- Annette Cook (annette_cook@hempfieldsd.org)
Membership Growth- Dave Fredrickson (df474@nau.edu)
NCTM Representative- Christina Weigand
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Parliamentarian—Open

Professional Development/Workshops and Outreach– Open
Student Recruitment– Open
Undergraduate Student Representative– Open
Web-Master Co-Chairs-Hartono Tjoe and Tim Seiber (seibert@pa.net)

PCTM Affiliated Groups:

ATMOPAV (Association of Teachers of Philadelphia and Vicinity)
- Mary Palladino (mcpalladino@gmail.com)Representative
Bob Lochel (rlochel@verizon.net) President
EPCTM (Eastern Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of Mathematics)
-Barb Miller (mathrocks123@hotmail.com) Representative
Jess Abernethy (jabernethy@agcharter.org) President
FRINGE THOUGHT: He who laughs…lasts.

LHMA (Laurel Highlands Mathematics Alliance)
-Nina Girard (nina@pitt.edu) Representative
Kate Remillard (kremillard@francis.edu) President
NPCTM (Northeastern Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of Mathematics)
-Mary Ann Matras (mmatras@po-box.esu.edu) Representative
Rebekah Flanagan (rebaflan02@gmail.com) President
PAMTE (Pennsylvania Association of Mathematics Teacher Educators)
-Valerie Long (vlong@iup.edu) President/Representative
PCLM (Pennsylvania Council of Leaders of Mathematics)
-Dave Kennedy (dikenn@ship.edu) President
PSMATYC (Pennsylvania State Mathematics Association of Two Year Colleges)
-Matthew Pragel (mepragel@hacc.edu) Representative
Celisa Counterman (ccounterman@northampton.edu) President
MCWP (Mathematics Council of Western Pennsylvania)
(not active at this time; Leslie Frischman was working to revive it)
CPMA (Central Pennsylvania Mathematics Association)
(disbanded at this time)
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Submissions Solicited for PCTM Magazine
Since the 1990’s, the Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of Mathematics (PCTM) has produced the
PCTM Magazine for our members. Our mission is to promote mathematics education in Pennsylvania. In the
magazine we accomplish this by publishing edited articles by leading authors and local news from around the
state. PCTM is committed to improving mathematics instruction at all levels. We place an emphasis on classroom activities that are aligned to the Pennsylvania Core State Standards and the NCTM Principles and Standards for School Mathematics.
You are invited to submit articles for consideration for publication in the PCTM Magazine. This publication provides an excellent opportunity for you to share your ideas with the ever-growing number of colleagues dedicated to improving mathematics education in Pennsylvania. Any topic of interest to teachers of
mathematics, especially K-12 classroom teachers in Pennsylvania, is suitable subject material. All readers are
encouraged to contribute articles and opinions for any section of the magazine. Teachers are encouraged to
submit articles for Voices From the Classroom, including inspirational stories, exemplary lessons, or management tools.
Original artwork on the cover is another way teachers may contribute. We publish the magazine three
times each school year, in the winter, spring, and fall.
Deadline for submissions:
Winter, December 15
Spring, April 15
Fall, August 15
Author Guidelines:
Manuscript Format: Manuscr ipts should be double-spaced, with 1-inch margins on all sides, typed in 12point font and follow the APA 6th Edition style guide. Manuscripts should be submitted in Microsoft Word. If
you have a picture or graphic in the text, please include the original picture(s) in a separate file. A cover letter
containing author’s name, address, affiliations, phone, e-mail address, and the article’s intended audience
should be included in the e-mail.
Manuscript Submission: Manuscr ipts should be submitted electr onically as an e-mail attachment to
pctm.editor@gmail.com. Receipt of manuscripts will be acknowledged. After review by the editors, authors
will be notified of a publication decision.

Dates of Upcoming Conferences

NCTM Regional Conference, October 4-6, 2018, Hartford, CT
Preservice Teacher Day (for the Eastern part of PA), October 20, 2018, Saint Joseph’s University
Preservice Teacher Day (for the Western part of PA), October 20, 2018, California University of PA
EPaDel (Eastern Pennsylvania Delaware section of the Mathematical Association of America) November 3,
2018, West Chester University, West Chester, PA
Joint Mathematics Meeting January 16-19, 2019, Baltimore, MD
T3 (Teachers Teaching with Technology) International Conference March 8-10, 2019, Baltimore, MD
EPaDel (Eastern Pennsylvania Delaware section of the Mathematical Association of America) March 23,
2019, King’s College, Wilkes Barre, PA
NCTM Annual Meeting April 3-6, 2019, San Diego, CA
PAMTE Annual Conference May 15-16, 2019, Shippensburg, PA
68th Annual PCTM Conference August 7-8, 2019, Harrisburg, PA
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